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In which Epiſtle the Conduct of a ORIAT 
Man is friendly examined, and ſeemingly 

| juſtified, from the Revilings, Slanders, and 
Backbitings, which the Envious-minded have 
- raiſed againſt him. | 
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EPISTLE 


FROM 


OBADIAH MEANWELT, &c. 


F riend Robert, 


| H E hoes Clamour which 
| hath been raiſed againſt the 
Higb Steward of this King- 
| dom, no doubt bur thou haſt 
heard; and the many Bic- 
kerings, and Revilings, and 


reproachfol Language which hath been 
poured forth from the M6uths of the Un- 


* d. But ſurely theſe Sort of People 
yy are 


„ 


are unacquainted with that meek and peace- 
able Spirit that hath been ſo predominant 
in ALL the Doings of our good Friend ; 
even from the Beginnings of his Manage- 
ment of our Affairs to this Hour. I will 
therefore endeavour, in this Epiſtle to thee, 
to remind thee of ſome remarkable Circum- 
ſtances in his Conduct, which will ſtop the 
Mouths of Gainſayers, and * to filence | 
the Evil. doers. 


I believe thou haſt not forgot the Time, | 
when one of our haughty Neighbours at- 
tempted to take fram us by Power, what 
by TREATIES they had agreed we ſhould 
peaceably enjoy. Then, I ſay, it was 
thought expedient not only to make ſome 
| Reſiſtance on the Premiſſes thereof, but alſo 
to make a Show of our Power, and Re- 
ſentment, in another Place, arid after an- 
other Manner. And indeed there was great 
Likelihood of Bloodſhed on both Sides; 
but our good Friend ROBERT (thy 
Nameſake) conſidering. how unchriſtian- 
like it would be, to let ſo many innocent 
People deſtroy one another, did ſo order 
that Affair, that they returned home again 
without doing any Miſchief; though it 
hath been reported, by ſome evil-minded 
| _ that the Head-ſervant — 
that 
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that Buſineſs, having been uſed to Bloodſhed 
and Slaughter, and his Mind being wholly 
taken up with the periſpable Things of this 
World, was fo diſguſted at the great Diſ- 
appointment, that in Exceſs of Grief he 
gave up the Ghoſt before he could reach 
his Wife and Family, to ſettle his Affairs. 


And here think it will not be improper 
to note unto thee, that notwithſtanding 
this Buſineſs ended in Peace and Quietneſs, 
yet ſome of the worldly- minded belonging 

to the great Aſſembly of the Nation, were 
very much diſſatisfied there with, and ſought 
Means to revile ſuch peaceable Proceed- 
ings, and evilly endeavoured to bring our 
good Friend into Diſgrace; - - but thou 
knoweſt, the Holy Scripture hath ſaid, that 
the Defigns of the Wicked ſhall not proſper. 
Therefore to prevent their Revilings and 
Complaints from being regarded, he re- 
turned Good for Evil; and did, out of his 
great good Nature, advance many of the 
Harns of his fellow Servants to Places of 
great Honour and PRO T; and ſome of 
a turbulent and diſquiet Spirit he put forth 
from his Preſence; and even all this Kind- 
neſs was done unto them, that they ſhould 
only ſay 77a, or Nay, when he required it 
of them; ſo meck were his Requeſts ! 
| Ye by 
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by this Means he r the Mouths of 
the R * 4 


And indeed, Friend, thou knoweſt ha 
theſe. Men have done great Service unto. 
him, and have prevented the Accuſation 


of. the Wicked from taking Effect: More 


eſpecially twice this Seaſon, have they 
combined together to take from him his 


Office, and to tumble him down ; bur- 
theſe have been his Support, and have put 
aſide the evil Machinations of the Sediti- 
ous; and with ſuch Meekneſs of Spirit, that 
when they ſmote him on one Cheek, he 
turned the other alſo; and it is ſaid, he 
not only gave his FRIENDS A Coat, when 
they requeſted it, but A Cloak allo, for 


their good Services. 


And as bis great on Nature ties: ap- 


peared to his Friends, T intend, in my fol- 


lowing Diſcourſe, ro ſhew thee how boun- 


tiful he hath been in his good Nature even 


to his Enemies, and 7hat thou knoweſt is 


the Duty of "NE true Chriſtian. . 


Thou canſt not be 1 chat BE 
hath been our Bargain-maker for ſeveral 
Years, and hath been intruſted with all our 


Affairs relating to . or nutual Con- 
tracts 


. ] 


tracts with our Neighbours, in which his 
Conduct has been remarkably 6ooD NA- 
TURED. For amongſt all his Bargains - 


and Dealings during his whole Faithful 


and unwearied Services, I could never hear 
(nor I believe hee neither) that he EVER 


took onE Advantage of the IGNORANCE 


of thoſe with whom he dealt; but was 
always ſo good-natur'd as to ler THEM 
have the turning of the Scale; or, as Peo- 


le ſay, to have hold of the BesT End 
of the Staff: Nay, I believe I ſhould not 


wrong him, if I ſhould ſay he hath been 


go00d-natured even to a Fault; - for thou 
knoweſt how kind he was, to one of our 


Neighbours ſame Years ago, in making a 


Bargain, where he entirely gave up the 
Increft of another, when it was his Bu- 


ſineſs to have defended that Property, even 
with that Force which he made Uſe of to 
give it away; and that has been, and is 


like ly to continue, a THoRN in our Feet. 
And yet I dare ſay this was only an OveR- 
SIGHT; for it is far from his Nature to 


do an ill Thing knowingly. 


There is another niet Deed of 
HIS, that happened at Home, not a great 
while ſince, wherein his great Care of our 


n is —_— conſpicuous; eſpecially the 
B 


Healths 
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Heelths of ſuch who lov'd to indulge their 
ſenſual Appetites in drinking ſtrong Liquors 
and Wine; and thou knoweſt, Friend Ro- 
Bert, that if the Dealers in that Commodity 
be not guided by the Spirit of Truth, they 


may adulterate it, in ſuch a manner, that 
it may prove baneful to the Health of thoſe 
who drink thereof. This our Goop FRIEND 
knew as well as thee and I, or any one 


elſe ; therefore he would fain have made 
ſuch a Law, which ſhould authorize a 


certain Number of uszruUL Men to watch 
their Evil- doings, whoſe PowER was to 


have been very great, and which was to 
authorize them to enter any of THEIR 


Houſes, at all times in the Night, as well 


as the Day ; ; and if they found, or ſuſpect- 


ed any Fraud, they would have made them 
pay ſeverely for it. This was one GREAT 


good. natured Deſign to preſerve our Health; 


and there was alſo another Benefit which 
he intended for us, which would ariſe 


from their Watchings ( which perhaps 
thou little thinkeſt of) and that is, as they 
would come at any Hour of the Night, 
they might perchance have diſcovered 


ſome Thief breaking into the Houſe, or 
lurking Reveller ſeeking to defile the Bed 
of the gcod Man, or to take Advantage of 


ſtealing away his DAUGHTER, or to give 
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warning of ſome untimely Fire, which, if 


nor diſcovered, might lay waſte a whole h 


Neighbourhood ; or a thouſand other BE- 
NEFITS, which no doubt he unn for 


Our Goop. 


But notwithſtanding all theſe RA ln 


tentions, the Worldly - minded combined 


together, being unwilling to part with their 
unjuſt Gain, and they over powered our 


good Friend's Deigo. 


But GOOD as this was in the Intent, and 
as GOOD as he is in HIMSELF, yet the Evil. 
minded do not ſcruple to ſay, that he hath 
never loved thoſe Sort of People with that 


cordial Affection that one CHRISTIAN 
ought to have for another; and to confeſs 


a Truth, Friend Nobert, I believe they have 
Reaſon on their Side to be ſenſible of it. 


Though I ſhall not take notice of 
the Particulars relating to a Quarrel with 
one of our PROUD Neighbours, yer I can- 
not help reminding thee of the ill Uſage 


ſome of our trading People received from 


THEIRS, Which was very unchriſtian- like; 


for thou knowelli to be bound with Chains 


and caſt into a Dungeon, and there to be 


ou with worſe Food than the Prodigal in 


B 2 5 


[ wJ]. 


the Goſpel, is SUCH USAGE, that thee, . 
J ſhould be unable to bear; but to have 
the Head diſmember'd of the Ears (which 


I hear was the Caſe of one of our worthy 


Subjects) was Occaſion enough for the an- 


ſanctiied Multitude to call aloud for Ven- 
geance to be taken for all our Abuſes which 


we had received from them. 


Now thou knoweſt alſo, that it is writ- 


ten in the old Law, an Eye for an Eye, 


and a Tooth for a Tooth, but nor one word 
of an EAR FOR AN EAR; this our good 
Friend knew as well as thee and I, there- 


fore was very unwilling to take Veng nce 
on his Neighbour, very well knowing to 
whom that belongeth. Now I am of the 


Mind (and I believe thou art) that the 
old Law is not ſo much to be regarded as 
it was of old Time; for we read in the 
NE w, that we ſhould love our Enemies, and 
Ao good to them that deſpitefully uſe us; and 


I:kewiſe, that if our Enemy, as I before ob- 
ſerved to thee, ſhould ſmite us on one 
Cheek, we ſhould turn to him the other 


_ alſo, This, I fay, is the Duty of every 
right CHRISTIAN; and this, I dare fay, 


none will be io bold to aſſert, chat our good 


: Priend « ever r from it, 
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Now if thou wilt look back a little 
into thy own Mind, thou wilt find how 
unwilling he was, to unſheath the De- 
firuftive Sword; well knowing that it is 
written, He that ſmiteth with the Sword, 
ſhall periſh thereby; and thou knoweſt alſo 
what great Pains he hath taken to pre- 


vent the ſhedding of Chriſtian Blood, and 


how good-natured he hath been to our 
Enemies, and all for the Sake of Peace and 
Quietneſs. For notwithſtanding all the 
Great Expence we were at to make the 
Bargain, and all the Loſſes our Trading 
People ſuffered by the Daily Encroach- 
ments of our Enemies: Vet I ſay, not- 
withſtanding all this, in his great Good- 
nature he over-looked theſe Things; and 
for the Promiſe of a trifling Sum, which 
they bargain'd to pay to our Nation, re- 
linquiſb'd all other Claims for Quietneſs 
Sake. . | | | 


But alas! what a Pity it was, that 
ſuch Good-nature ſhould be infulted ! But 

| fo it was; for they being puffed up with 
the hidden Treaſure of this World, and 
putting too great a Truſt in their own 
Strength and our long Forbearance, did 
fall from their Word, and refuſed the 
Fulfilling thereof. And ben it was, that 


all 
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filled his Promiſe, and battered down one 


22) 


all our Good Friend's Endeavours, were 


borne away by the Torrent of che Diſaf- 
fected to Peace and Quietneſs; and our 
Good Friend (though unwilling) was forced 
to comply with the Clamoruus Tumu't, 
and to a Declaration of War ; which thou 
knoweſt muſt be great Grief to a peace- 
able Mind. 
Tar thus ri and all base Bar- 
gains ſet aſide; the next Thing our Good 
Friend had to do, was to chooſe out Proper 
Perſons to carry it on. This was no diffi- 
cult Task, conſidering how many brave 
Men he had at his Service; but amongſt 
the many that were empowered to do miſ- 
chief was one, whole turbulent Spirit 
would abrook no Controul, and vaunted 


himſelf what he could do with a few of our 


uſeleſs Ships of War, if he was made Ruler 


thereof. Therefore to humour his Ambi- 


tion, and to appeaſe the Clamour of ſome 
that were of his Party, his Requeſt was 
comply'd with; all things were put in a 
readineſs, and he departed to the great 
Weſtern Ocean, the Place appointed * the 
War to _— forth. 


And indeed this Man, boiſterous as he 
ſeemed, proved no Swaggerer ; for he ful- 


of 
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of their fea Holds, and took Poſſeſſion 
thereof. Puffed up with the Succeſs of 
this Action, he thought himſelf capable to 
undertake to deſtroy another Place which 
was much ſtronger, if he could be furniſh'd 
with Neceſſaries for ſuch an Enterpriſe. 
He acquainted our Good- Friend with his 
Intentions ; and he wiſely conſidering the 
Nature of the Undertaking, and what 
Forces were neceſſary for ſuch a Deſign, 
did out of his great Wiſdom keep the 
Forces at home, that knew how to fight 
on the Land (of which thou knoweſt he 
hath good Store) and more prudently was 
at the Expence of raiſing new ones, ſuch 
as the Nation could ſpare without any 
Loſs of them, and put them all upon a new 
Foundation. This ſorely diſpleaſed moſt 
of the Worldly-minded of the People: 
But ſuppoſe it did, what was all that to 
the Good he did, in beſtowing ſo many 
Places of Honour and Profit amongſt his 
Friends and Acquaintance that were to 
ſerve him on ſome other Occaſions ? 


Theſe Men thus called rogether, our Wi iſe 
Friend detained here ſome time, to have 
them taught the Diſcipline neceſſary to be 

learnt by the Traders in War; but as they 
and their LEADERS were not ſo expert in 
it 


\ 
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it as thoſe who had been long Practitioners 
in that Employment, when they were ar- 


rived at their intended Place, and came 
to perform the Part they were deſigned 


for: their Hz ap LRA DER, ordered them 


to advance inſtead of retreat, ſo that they 


were ſurrounded on all Sides, and had no 


way left to come back, but through the 
deſtructive Machinations which their Ene- 
mies had prepared, which ſo annoy'd them, 


that hey thought it their beſt Way, who 


had eſcaped with their Lives, (which thee 


muſt know were very few) to move off, 


and leave the Enemy in quiet Poſſeſſion, 
Though it cannot be deny d, but that our 


boiſterous Leader, (whom I Sanden be- 
fore) perform'd his Part with Wonder; for 


He had . down moſt of their Out- 
works, before the Leader of the Forces 
who were to act on the Land had begun . 


the Artack. 25 31 


This Affair miſcarrying, It raiſed, thee 3 
Eno weſt, a grievous Clamour and Tumult 


in the Unchriftian Part of the Nation, 
againſt our Good FRIEND, for not ſend- 
ing Men of better Experience to manage 
the Aﬀairs of the War in ſo Critical a 
Juncture. But the Reaſons” our Good 


Friend T 


* 
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Friend had for not fo doing, I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew thee were > very Important and 


= Tudicious, 


I will not prbtend t to > deny, but that our 
Sea-CoasT at that Time was well guard- 
ed, and that we had a great many Veſſels 
of Mar within Call, and therefore could 


be in no real Danger of any NEIGHBOUR= 
'ING Power, or declared Enemy giving us 
any Diſturbance that way. But what of 


that; was there no Power but our NRIGH- 


Bouks to fear? I believe thou wilt find 
it otherwiſe; for I muſt tell thee, Friend 
Nobert, that the Mood is a World like 


ours, and containeth many Inhabitants; 


and if ſo; why may we not as well expect 


a Deſcent from them? And if that ſhould 
happen; oll our Forces might be too few 


to reſiſt them; for who &noweth at what 
Place they may attack us, or can ſo much 
as gueſs at their Numbers? All this, Bee 


may'ſt be ſure, was well known to our 


good Friend; and therefore it muſt be ac- 
| knowledg'd that he acted with a great deal 
of Prudence; in keeping all our 5% Forces 


at home, and ſending the worthleſs Ones 
to be knocked on the Head. | 
1 Far- 
C 
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8 done with Ta1s Affair, I ſhall 
Femark to thee ſomething of our warlike 
Doings nearer home, which happened 
about that Time; and in this roo thou 
wilt find our good Friend hath acted with 
the ſame Caution and Prudence, as he hath 
in all other Places wherein he hath di- 
rected Affairs. I ſay, with the ame Wi/- 
dom: For, when our Enemies perceived 
the great Strength we had on the watry 
Element, they ſoon began to repair their 
old Veſſels of War, and to erect ne Ones. 
This was ſoon known to our good Friend, 
who diſpatched an old Truſfy Servant to 
watch their Motions; whole Inſtructions, 
I SuPPosE, were, to loiter about the Place 

where theſe great Preparations were get- 
ing ready, And many a Day of Watchful- 
neſs, and many a Night of unwearied ? 
Diligence in his Poſt did he there reſide. 
But juſt as they were all ready to come | 
forth, lo! a Foc aroſe, and the EN EM _ 
launched forth under the Covert thereof, 
and went into the Great Ocean, and were 
no where to be found at that Time. And 
though the ſame unhappy Accident hath 
happened unto us Twice ſince, and thoſe 
Affairs ſeem wonderful to many, whoſe 

Minds are Clouded with the Things of 
this World, yer do I think them EAsSI T“ 
accounted 


f 27 ] 
accounted for; and alſo to acquit our 
Goop FRIEND of ſome Aſperſions which 
Malicious Per ſons have laid to his Charge 
in THA Affair. e 


1 Qobſerved to thee before, that this 
Commander of our Warring Veſſels was 
an old Txus TY SERVANT ; therefore [ 
think it would be unjuſt to fuſpe&t His 
Fidelity, and on the other Hand it would 
be very hard to ſuſpect our Goop FRIEND; 
Therefore I ſhall endeavour to clear them 
Bork, by letting thee know how it is 
poſſible this Affair might other wiſe fall 
In | 1 


Thou may'ſt have read or beard of a 
wicked Sort of People, that inhabit. the 
 NorRTHERN Part of the World, who by 

2 Magick Art can raiſe the Wind, and 
when they have ſo done, can confine it in 
certain Quantities, and SELL the ſame to 
any one that will pay for it: Now thou 
knoweſt that our Enemies are a wicked 
unchriſtian Sort of People, and not being 
guided by the True Spiris of the Goſpel, 
may, peradventure, have been dealing with 
theſe wicked Sorcerers, and have purchas'd 
a Couple of Storms, on purpoſe to blow 
away our Warch-Veſſels, juſt at the Time 
Coe . 
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they wanted to come forth; 41 perhaps; 
they might buy a Fog or two of them. 
And doubtleſs this was the Caſe : Unleſs 
our VERY GOOD FRIEND, conſider ing 
what a dreadful Slaughter would have en- 
ſued, if they ſhould have met together, 
did, out of his great Good. nature to Hu- 
mankind, ſo order his FAITHFUL Seryant 8 
in that Affair, chat 1 ſhould never 


mee t. 


But this 1 fay, Friend Rebert, is r 2 
Conjecture of my own, and peradventure 
will gain little or no Credit with thee; 3 
yet I ſay, if thou doſt conſider the great 
Pains our Goop FRIEND hath taken all 


along to preſerve the Lives of our good 


Subjects, thou wilt then think that What 
1 have conjeRtured. i 1s not impoſſible. 


And here 1 cannot bi in Fullneſs of 5 
Joy expreſs my great Friendſhip 'for this 
Goop Compaſſionate Man; it is not only 
his Care and Duty to preſerve our Fellow 


15 Subjects Lives, but even likewiſe bis Ten- 


dercheartedneſs hath been extended to our 
Ves81s or Wax, fot they have been pre- 


ſerved from the Balls and Fire of the Ene- 
my, for he only let a few of our Trading 
Yeſels be taken, here and there, by them 


Thou 
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Thou knoweſt with what Cars and 
Caution our two Jaſt ſecrer Expeditions 
were managed, and how DESPERATELY 
they were armed, and how terrible chey 
mult appear to our Enemies; yet for all our 
looking ſo big, they behaved in a very 
peaceable Manner, and returned home 
again all very ſafe and ſound. Now, Friend 
Robert, if thou conſidereſt the Advan- 


tage we have, in the Care which our 


Goop FRIEND hath taken in preſerving 
theſe Veſſels of War, and the Furniture 
thereof, thou muſt ſuppoſe, the Diſcon 
tented of this Nation have the greateſt Rea- 
an to reſpect him for it; and though they 
have taken Occaſion to blame his Conduct, 
in ſending: Dadiſciplin d Forces to the Weft- 
ern Ocean, and this Pacifick Uſe of our 
Navies : Yet they have the greateſt Rea- 
ſon to forgive bin, if it has been (9s 1 
worſt they can ſuppoſe it) and that is, 
OvERsIGHT. 


| Conkider, Friend Robert, how much one 
of our War Veſſels coſts when fully mann' d 
and fill'd with Furniture &c. fit for uſe; 
and what a Pity it would be, after all ou. 
Great Cbarge and Pains, they ſhould be 
careleſly run amongſt the Enemy, and 


_ be ſhot at, d battered to Pieces, 
and 


« {ol 
and their Rigging deſtroy d, and the Men 
ſlain: I fay, Friend Kobert, all this is very 


terrible for thee and I to think on. 


But I think I can ſee a farther Defign 

of our VERY GOOD FRIEND, in taking 
fuch an over and above care of all our 
Inſtruments of War: For AssooN as he 
hath reſtored Peace and Quietneſß to this 
Kingdom, which ſome People apprehend. 
is not afar off; then, I ſay, when all our 
Veſſels of War are ſafe at Home, and are 
unloaded of all their Naval Stores, and 
Fnftruments of Deſtruction, it will be a 
Terrible Sight to behold, ro thoſe that are 
peaceable-minded; that is, ſuch as thee 
and I, And if they ſhould be ſtored up 
in the ſame Places and Manner as uſually 
they are, they will then appear more hor- 
rible than before they were carried away 


| from thence: And if they ſhould pile up 
all thoſe Iron Balls, which our Goop 


FRIEND hath been fo careful in Preſerv. 
ing, in one GREAT Pyramid, they would 
make one of a very large Dimenſon; for 

aught I know, as wonderful as one of 
Tos which the Children of Iſael erect- 
ed, which was eſteemed One of the 


Wonders of the Eaſtern Countries. Now 


L fay, if thou confidereſt al this, and that 
| EO” the 
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the Place where; it is to be erected will be 
near our Great River; therefore all Veſ- 
ſels paſſing and repaſſing from divers Na- 
tions, with Traffick to this great City, 
muſt behold it; and do'ſt thou think any 
Foreigner can behold ſo Huge a Pile of 
Deathful Inſtruments, without Fear and 
Trembling? No, y Friend, all this may 
come to paſs; and if it ſhould, how. will 
our Fame go forth, and the Sound thereof 


Woilk reach all che Corners of the Earth ! 


and all our Neighbours: will Fhen ſtand in 
great awe of us, and none for the F uture 
will dare ro offend us. 


I chink it will be e to lt any 
. more, relating to that which our oY | 
FRIEND hath done for us; for what I 

have ſaid already, is, I believe, ſufficient 
to convince all hzs Enemies, of the Great 


Care he hath taken to preſerve thoſe un- 


der his Protection; and that he hath 
taken a deal of Pains, to form ſuch Schemes 
as have been thought by ſame People for 

our Good. Bur alas! my Friend, who zs 
perfect? If they ſhould feem otherwile at 
preſent, to the Gain-ſayers and Workers of 
Darkneſs, and reproachful Men, who 
ſeem wiſe i in | thei own Eyes: Let I fay, 


* 
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my Friend, Show knoweſt that tlie Wir: 
dom of this World is bur Fooliſhneſs with 
God, and that he often chuſerh the S1 N 
'PLE TIN os thereof to confound the 
Wiſe, and ſhew us the Frailty of our Na- 
ture; and that we ſhould not put too 
great a Confidence in our own Carnal 


J. i ſdom, which Providence ys i 2281 | 


— ro . 


This, I ſay, maſk be the Cate of our 
Good. Friend, whom PRovIDENCE (which 
cannot err) hath choſen for our. Good. And 
I muſt confeſs, though all his WELL. 


CONTRIVED Schemes, his Porefight and 


deep Penetration, have not altogether (0 
outward. Appearance ) anſwered our Ex- 
pectation, yet thou ſeeſt our Good Friend 
hath done his beſt. He hath Sacrificed his 


WALTER, his HonauR, and even riſqu'd 
his Life for our Sake; and yet, the Diſ- 


contented will not be convinced that He 
hath done it for our Good, He who want 
eth nothing in himſelf of the Goods of 


this Life, muſt conſequently Toit. for 


others, if Tuzy do the Drudgeries, our 


Good Fri has done for Us; and that he 


hath aimed at all Things for our Good 
alone, I think I have demonſtrated ſuf- 


ficiently to thee i in the preceding Part 15 | 
t 
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| this Epiſtle : We ought therefore to wait 
with Patience the Event. 


| IT can't help taking notice, in this place, 


of a Set of Men who call themſelves PA- 


TRIOTS; they are a buſy, babbling, talkative 
ſort of People, and ſeem very fond of Con- 


tradiction; they have not only contradicted. 
our good Friend in moſt of his publick 


Speeches, but likewiſe have ſeemed to pre- 


dict the Event of moſt of his Schemes, as 
exact as if they had been endowed with the 


Spirit of Prophecy: And one of them in 
particular publickly cold him, the Event 
of a certain Expedition long before it was 
pe in Execution ; and all the reſt in theic 


Turn, have foretold ſtrange Things which 


ſeem likely to come to pals. 


Now thou knoweſt, Friend Rebert, that 


che Spirit of Prophecy hath been taken 


from amongſt Men for many Generations; 
and thou knoweſt likewiſe, that our good 
Friend, is a Man of DpzE Penetration, and 


can ſee as far into the Event of Things as 
human Reaſon can guide him: Therefore it 
muſt follow, that theſe Men come by their 
Knowledge by a wrong Spirit; and that 
their Wiſdom is not from above, and per- 
adventure it is procur d by ſome diabolical 


D» Method 


_ ticular, as to. ot 
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Merbed; for . is one amongſt. thoſe 


whom ] have mention'd, whoſe. Country 
has been always remarkable for Witch- 
craft and diabolical Practices. (Not that 
have aught to Ay againſt this Man in par- 

er Reſpects; for he is a 
Man of great Might, and hath been an old 
Seryant' to the Nation, and 'hath ſtood in 
the Gap when our Enemies have. been at- 
rempting to break down dur Fences, and 
harh done a great many good Things which 


I dare. fay will be remembered by Poſteri- 
ty.) Therefore I ſay, that as all bee Men 


aſſociate themſelves together, it is not un- 
likely that they may hold a Correſpondence 
with ſome of thoſe Norib- Country Witches, 
or peradventure have learn'd that wicked: 
Art, for thou knoweſt they are daily Boing 

on in their Predictions. 


And if chis be the Caſe, my! Friend. chou 
knoweſt the Laws of the Land are, or have 


been againſt ſuch evil Practices, and that 


in former Days there were a great- many 
hang'd and burnt for the lame. Now as 
thou art an Inhabitant of the great Town, 


and liveſt not far off from that. ancient * 


Place where all thoſe great Men uſually 


meet, to conſolt 8 the Affairs of the 


Nation, I would deſire thee, Friend Walt. 
ili- 


. rem! 

dilligently to enquire how Matters are like 
to go with our o/d Friend. Do thou go to 
him, I pray thee, and give him this Advies, 
that if he ſhould be hard put to it, chat he 
forthwith bring in a Bill of Indidtmetic 
agauinſt all thoſe wicked Prelictors, and ity 
them for WIZARDS, and Dealers with Su- 
ran; and hy that Means he will have a 
Chance of having them Hang d of burnt 
dur of his way, And thou well knoweſt, 
our good Friend can manage a BILL; and 
ſhauld ſufficient Evidence be wanting, he 
- Hach WI AL TH enough to ſubvert ſome of 
that Nation, to give Teſtimony againſt 
them; and indeed they ought to ſay any 
| Foing for _= REIT: of ſo good a — | 


+ And now, my Friend Robert, afine all 
thefe Obſervations on our Priend's good 
Conduct, I think thee muſt plainly ſee hi 
great Care and Frugality in managing the 
Revenues of this Nation, which are com- 
mitted to his Charge. I ſay, as this is a 
Truth, he muſt have a great and mighty 
Hoard of Treaſure ſomewhere or other; 
for J have heard jt reported, that His Bro- 
ther hath immenſe Wealth, and bis Sons; 
and” all his Kindred, and they are- only as 
| Servants who minifter unto him. And thou 
| 1 — been GRE — 
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from the People for many Years; and as he 
hath been always ſaving and frugal, I ſay, 
from all this he muſt have a huge deal of 


Wealth, if he hath not ſquandered it away 


in idle Fancies, or ſent it into foreign Coun- 
tries (which ſome People are apt to ſuſ- 


pect.) Now, as thee knoweſt, that our good 


Friend is well ſtricken in Years, and that 
the Diſſolution of his earthly Tabernacle 
approacheth apace, it is reaſonable to think 
his End cannot be a great way off. This 


Conſideration, if rightly apply'd, would 


put him in mind to ſettle his worldly Af- 


fairs: But as he is daily ſurrounded with 
the glittering Gewgaws of this vain World, 
it is not unlikely but he may put off THAT 


Account until he cometh to a ſick Bed. 


Tf chis fo happen, I would have thee 
ſolicit ſome Man in Power to ſee him. If 
thee canſt ger Admittance, let me adviſe 
thee, my Fricnd, to be a Meſſenger of Truth 
and a Balm of Comfort in his departing 
Moments. Put him in mind, that as he is 


going to the Place from whence be came, 
that he /bould be ſo boneſt and good-na- 


tured, to all the poor People of this Nation, 


as to let his great Hoard of Treaſure Do so 
'LIKEWISE. Should he do it, my Friend, it 
would rejoice the Hearts of N | 


2 
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wy be a great Help to this impoveriſh's 
Nation. I do not know but the Produce 
of it would reduce the Earth-Tax thisYear 
to uo Shillings in the Pound; which at 


Preſent is very RY * the People of 


this Land. 


Such an Action as this would be ſa 


Juſt and Reaſonable, that it would ſurpaſs 


all his former Acts of Good-nature, which 
thou knoweſt have been many ; it would 
in ſome Meaſure ſtop the Mouths of the 
Unſan#tified from reviling his Goodneſs ; 
and it would be enrolled in the Records 
of Fame, amongſt the Actions of the good 
Men of Old, whoſe N ames fade not, nor 
will ever die. | | 


Many Things more might be men- | 
tioned, and much might be ſaid in our 


1 Good Priend's Behalf, relating to his Con- 


how they have all been Candodted b 7 the 


duct ſince he hath been Steward, to ſhew 


ſame Peaceable and Wiſe Spirit; but J fear 


I have already treſpaſſed upon thy Pati- 


ence, as well as I have exceeded the Li- 


mits of an Epiſtle. 


Our Friends here are all well, and ſtand 
faſt to the Truth, excepting our Friend 


AMINADAB who i is greatly fallen chere- 
| | from, 


Ho, [287] 
| from and ddlighterk himſelf in little elſe, 
but the lying Vanities of this -#/; icked 


World. But this I believe can be no great 


News to thee, for thou knoweſt he hath 
been wavering ſome Years; bur I hops 


the LoRD will call him back to the Knows 


lege of His Truth. Farewel. Fam 


Thy F riend and wel wer 


 Obatiab Meanuel 


Frm: my - Duilling-bouſ at Woo 

the 22d Day of the Month call 
January, from the Year of ct 
Redemption, 17 "= 
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An After-Thought. 


Friend Robert, 


N r having been known unto me, that 


many lying Papers and Writings are 


dally ſer to Sale, by evil-minded Men, 


which contain falſe Slanders, and malici- 


ous Reports, and In/inuations againſt our 
good Friend's Conduct: Eſpecially a new 
Piece of Hing Vanity, called, FaTar 
NxecesSITY; or, LIBERTY 7egarin'd ; 
which hath already reach'd to this Place 


I think it proper to advertiſe thee, Friend 
Robert, that thee mayeſt uſe thy Diſcre- 


tion as to this Epiſtle. If thee thinkeſt 


it will be a ſufficient Anſwer to the Bick- 


erings, and Revilings, and vain Papers, 
which the Envious have raiſed againſt 


our good Friend, and that it will put to 
Silence the evil Machinations, and Reports 


of the Wicked, thee mayeſt have it put 
forth to Sale with Zhezrs ; that the Work- 


ers of Iniquity may be confounded in 
their Devices, and that THIS may be as 
a LAMP to their Underſtanding, to guide 


them in the way of TRUTH. 


Once more, Farewel, 


— — 
. a yt tern ere —_ 


